Strikers strike back

FRANKSTON Strikers’ hopes of pro- crowd entertained when he scored

motion are alive and well following twice for the Comets.

their fighting 2-2 draw with top-of-
the-table Cranbourne Comets at Cen-
tenary Park on Saturday.

Despite trailing 0-1 at half-time, the
Strikers showed plenty of character to
come back.
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THE Frankston Strikers remained only a point
from top spot on the State Soccer League 2,
table after a hard fought 0-0 draw with second-
placed Knox City at Centenary Park on
Saturday.

The home team was perhaps unlucky not to
win after having a goal disallowed for off-side
early in the game.

The Strikers, in third spot, get their chance
to move up the table next weekend when they
tackle the struggling Old Scotch Waverley (one
win from eight games).

After eight rounds, the Strikers are travel-
ling well with four wins and four draws and
have yet to suffer a loss.

Their performance to share the points with
Knox City was sound, given that Knox had won
five of its six games and had been touted as the
best side in the competition.

At Centenary Park, the Frankston Strikers consolidated
second spot on the League 2 SE table with a 1-0 win over
Kingston City.

City seemed to have no intention of winning the game and
packed its defence. Not deterred, the Strikers persevered
with their style of maintaining possession and slowly building
up to strike.

Eventually, Dale White scored his 24th goal of the season
eight minutes from time.

The Strikers face their biggest game of the season next
weekend when they tackle Knox City in the decider for
promotion.

STRIKERS UNBEATEN

FRANKSTON Strikers maintained their unbeaten
record in division two of state soccer on Saturday
when they defeated Old Scotch Waverley 3-1 at
Gardiner Reserve.

The Strikers dominated the game, with goals to
Cochrane, Donaghy and Wogan.

In second spot, with five wins and four draws, the
Strikers face a rejuvenated South Springvale, who
beat Cranbourne, next weekend.
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THE Frankston Strikers took a big step towards
gaining promotion on Saturday when they defeated
the Cranbourne Comets 3-1 in VSF State League ‘
2SE.

|
The local derby was a high standard affair played
in front of a capacity crowd of vocal supporters at ‘
Comets Stadium. - =l
Cranbourne had no answer to a pumped-up
Strikers outfit, which raced to a 2-1 half-time lead, !
; GarquchraneandDaleWhitescdredintheﬁrst |
half, before Trevor Johnston sealed victory with a |
sweetly struck goal late in the game. |
The Strikers’ stunning form in the past month |
has seen them ‘move to within one point of |
competition leader Knox City. )
Importantly, the Strikers have opened up a |
seven-point buffer on third-placed South Spring- |
‘vale and, with six games remaining, seem assured of ;

a top-two finish. : i
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by SIMON McEVOY

THE Frankston Stnkem completed their
er season in styhsh fashion on

W Springvale at Warner Reserve to
clinch promotion in VSF League 2 SE.
—fe*wm their 12th consecutive win — a
record — and qualified them to
w% League 1 next year. !
Needing to win to remain on top of the
tkbte;-*ﬂle Strikers started cautiously and
> kept goalless in the first half.
B\lt they hit their straps to score two
great goals in the second half, with Gray
aﬁﬁ**Whlte finding the back of the net.
In all, the Russell Black-coached
Stnkm won 17 of their 22 games, with
four draws and only one loss.
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